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ARCHDEACON FARRAR AT HAVERFORD. | his expectation; but he achieved it. It is not so 


On the 8th of Tenth. mo., Dr. Frederick W. 
Farrar, who had spent the night before with George 
W. Childs at Wooton, visited the grounds and 
buildings of Haverford College, in company with 
Ellis Yarnall. He was introduced to the students 
in Barclay Hall by President Chase, and addressed 
them substantially as follows : 


I find in America that if a man has said or done 
anything to make himself at all known, it is the 
custom to call upon him to speak on all occasions, 
as if he was a perennial fountain, ready at any 
time to pour out streams of eloquence and wisdom. 

This custom is absolutely unknown in England, 
and I assure you, I have no readiness of this sort. 
But I cannot meet an assembly like this without 
deep interest, as I think of the infinite possibili- 
ties of youth, ‘especially in a country like yours. 

Let me give you three short sentences as a 
motto: ‘I can, I ought, I will.”” Whoever will 
honestly say, 7 will be or do anything, may 
teasonably hope to succeed. If any of you should 
set out with the determination to become President 
of the United States, it would not be unreasonable 
to expect to accomplish his purpose. Disraeli, 
when a lawyer’s clerk, resolved that he would make 
himself Prime Minister’ of England, and was re- 


generally known that Sir Robert Peel made a simi- 
lar resolution in his early life at Dayton Manor. 
There are many examples of what will can do, 
among which I will name a signal one in Baron 
Von Stein. After the power of Prussia had been 
shattered by Napoleon at Jena, Von Stein resolved 
that he would retrieve the loss; and so he went 
quietly to work and established Tugendvereine, or 
Leagues of Virtue, among the young men through- 
out the Kingdom; and he set up gymnasia for 
physical training (for you cannot have a vigorous 
mind in a feeble body), in every village, and 
recreated the Prussian kingdom and through it 
the German empire. It is due to Von Stein 
that Germany is the leading power on the conti- 
nent of Europe, for he prepared the way for Bis- 
marck and Von Moltke. 

There are three kinds of ambition, in which 
success is within the grasp of any of you. who will 
put forth the proper force and energy.. The first 
is for success of the lower kind, in the acquisition 
of wealth and comfort. The second is patriotic, 
aiming at the attainment of political influence, and 
the power to give right impulse to government 
and to society. This is worthy of young men of 
high aims. You have good reason to devote your- 
selves to the welfare of your country, for the world 


ceived with shouts of derision when he announced | has need of America to-day. 
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The third and by far the highest ambition is the 
desire to do something for the good of mankind, to 
redress great public wrongs, further moral and 
social reforms, and destroy vicious systems. I 
hope you will dedicate yourselves to such work 
as this. In our English annals there is no 
prouder achievement than the abolition of the great 
wrong of slavery. Now the suppression of the 
African slave-trade and the subsequent emancipa- 
tion of the slaves were almost entirely due to the 
efforts of a Yorkshire school-boy and a Cambridge 
undergraduate. The Yorkshire boy was Wilber- 
force, and the Cambridge undergraduate, Clarkson. 
I may mention an incident in Clarkson’s life to 
illustrate this highest kind of ambition. The Vice- 
Chancellor at Cambridge, having assigned as the 
subject of the Latin prize essay for the Senior 
Bachelors, just a hundred years ago, the question, 
‘*Ts involuntary servitude justifiable?”” Clarkson 
wrote for the prize, and coming to the considera- 
tion of the question as an open one, he came to 
the conclusion that it was not justifiable. Win- 
ning the prize, he recited his essay in public ac- 
cording to the custom. Immediately afterwards he 
‘rode to London. The lumbering stage coach was 
the ordinary conveyance in those days, but Clark- 
son having sufficient means, rode his own horse. 
As he rode on, his thoughts were much occupied 
with the essay which he had delivered. He said 
to himself, I have just written a paper pointing out 
the fearful evils of slavery. Is it not my duty to 
do something in the matter, yes, to do everything 
in my power for the relief of the oppressed ? 
Burdened with thoughts and grief, coming in sight 
of an old mill in Hertfordshire, he dismounted and 
sat for some time on a bank by the side of the 
road. He did not resume his journey until he had 
solemnly resolved that he would devote his life to 
the end which he so grandly accomplished. A 
monument has been raised by the present owner 
of the property, to mark the spot where the vow 
was made which brought freedom and happiness to 
so many thousands of our fellow-men. I have of- 
ten visited it, and I know no more impressive 
monument anywhere than that simple stone. 


Whichever is your ambition, whether your aim 
is to become successful men in the ordinary pur- 
suits of life, in an assured and definite career, not 
living from hand to mouth, as in the phrase vivere 
ae die in diem, or to become successful patriots, or 
in a larger field to help mankind, first of all you 
must become men. It is good to remember the 
saying of Garfield, who, when asked what he was 
going to do, said that he intended first to make a 
man of himself before undertaking anything else. 
You remember in Rob Roy the meeting at the 
bridge when Osbaldistone asks the stranger his 
name and purpose. The stranger, who is Rob 
Roy, replies, ‘I am a man, and my purpose is 
friendly.’” On the other’s intimating that ‘a 
man ’”’ is a very brief description, he says, ‘‘ It will 
serve for one who has no other to give. 
is without name, without friends, without coin, 
without country, is still at least a man; and he 


He that | 


that has alltheseisno more.” If you think it a low 
ambition to be men, remember that, as Aristotle 
says, it is not such an easy thing as you might 
think, to be good and not bad. In this ambition 
you have a field for your highest and noblest 
efforts. The first thing needful is self-possession, 
The thirty-fourth verse in the tenth chapter of 
Hebrews admits of the translation, ‘‘ Knowing 
that ye have your own selves for a better possession,” 
In Dante’s Vision we read that Virgil, after leading 
Dante through the steep ways and the narrow, and 
showing him the temporal fires and the eternal, 
reminds him that his own free-will is free, upright 
and sound, and it behooves him to do its bidding, 
adding, 

‘*T invest thee, then, with crown and mitre, 
sovereign o’er thyself, for man is king and priest,” 

Dr. Farrar closed with these appropriate verses 
from the Welsh poet, Lewis Morris : 


“ Take then no thought for aught save truth and right, 
Content, if such thy fate, to die obscure ; 
Youth fails, and honor ; fame may not endure, 
And loftier souls soon weary of delight. 
Keep innocent! Be all a true man ought! 
Let neither pleasures tempt nor pain appall. 
He who hath this, has all things, having naught; 
Who hath it not, has nothing, having all.” 


———_—_ +o SL —_————— 
Annual Report of the Friends’ Mexican Mis- 


sion, of Indiana Yearly Meeting, for the Year 
Ending Ninth Mo. Ist, 1885. . 


Dear FRIENDS: We are again permitted to for- 
ward the annual report of the work of the Lord, 
as entrusted to our hands, and amid many prov- 
ings, we find abundant blessings for which to thank 
our Heavenly Father. A fair measure of health 
has been granted to all our Missionaries ; indeed, 
with the exception of Gulielma M. Purdie, all have 
enjoyed uninterrupted health, and have been en- 
abled to press forward with energy their respective 
branches of the work. 

GENERAL EVANGELIZATION. 

The preaching of the Gospel and the teaching 
of Bible schools have been successfully carried for- 
ward at all our Stations, and has been blessed to 
many souls. Care has been given to supply the 
people with the Scriptures, by sale as far as prac- 
ticable, in order that they may be duly appreciated. 
Catechism classes are kept up in all our day-schools, 
and there isa considerable increase of interest mani- 
fested by the parents in the religious training of their 
children, not only among our members, but alsoan 
increased willingness among nominal Catholics to 
allow their children to attend our schools. 

NORTHERN MISSION. 

Although this division has the one meeting of 
Matamoras only, yet the attendance was never 
more encouraging at our regular meetings for wor- 
ship, the number of young people and children be- 
ing much greater than during any previous year; 
and the audience seems truly attentive to all that 
is said in these meetings. The varied. gifts of our 
laborers in the Ministry have doubtless contributed 
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to this increase of interest. The meeting for a 
time felt very keenly the absence of Luciano Mas- 
corro, who had so long labored successfully among 
them, and but a few months later that of Fran- 
cisco Pena, whose pastoral gift had been so bene- 
ficial to them. However, we were cheered by the 
visits of our friends, Julio Gonzalez Gea, Ger- 
trudis Gonzalez G. de Ureste, the female preacher 
from Mendez, Jose. Maria Garza, of Cadreita Jim- 
enez, and Santiago Garcia Gonzalez, who came to 
reside among us, and whose ministerial labors have 
been crowned with the Divine blessing, and have 
not been surpassed in humility, earnestness and di- 
rect adaptability by those of any of our laborers, 
either native or foreign, during the past year. His 
wife is a model of Christian gentleness and uniform 
and impartial kindness toeverybody. Our friends, 
Librado Ramirez and William A. Walls, have also 
taken part in the public labors at Matamoras, and 
the latter also visited the meetings at Escandon 
and Gomez Farias during the vacation of the 
schools. 

The Bible school at our meeting-house has been 
larger than ever before, reaching at times an at- 
tendance of 120, and usually employing no less 
than seven teachers. International lessons are used 
in the advanced classes, and Catechism lessons with 
verbal illustrations in the younger classes. The 
Bible Class on Third-day night has been a season 
of earnest study, which those present have greatly 
enjoyed. It numbered from 30 to 4o during the 
most favorable season when the Day Schools were 
in session, and has not been omitted even in the 
rainy season. The teachers have been: W. A. 
Walls, Bible class of men and boys; Gulielma M. 
Purdie and Luisa Flores, Bible class of girls and 
‘ young ladies, as well as older visitors; Julia L. 
Ballinger, 1st class of girls; Ora Osborne, 2d class 
of girls; Lillie Neiger, infant class of girls. rst 
class of boys, Antonio Mireles, an elder; 2d 
class, Guillermo Ribera, a deacon; their places 
having been filled in vacancies by Santiago G. 
Gonzalez and Francisco Canti, and occasionally 
by other members who have developed the gift of 
teaching, so that we have an abundant supply. 

A Bible school was opened early in the spring, 
through the efforts of Julia L: Ballinger and Wm. 
A. Walls, on Plaza de la Capilla, adjoining a chapel 
of the Virgin Mary, and across the plaza from the 
bull fighting ring, which latter is enclosed by a 
high reed fence. They secured asmall upper room, 
and have been able to reach quite a number of 
persons who do not attend our regular meetings. 
Our friends, Lillie A. Neiger and Ora Osborne, 
have taken an active part in this school, and sev- 
eral of our native members, especially our friend 
Santiago Garcia Gonzalez; and this opportunity 
for usefulness has been blessed to the laborers, as 
It fosters the development of their gifts for re- 
ligious service in the Lord’s work. We would 
especially note the benefit derived from the singing 
of gospel hymns in this mission school, in which 
Lillie A. Neiger and Antonio. Gonzales de Ribera 
have rendered efficient service, as those who 


usually lead in our regular Bible school could not 
attend this extra gathering. It was necessary to 
prevent the attendance of the mass of our pupils 
at this school, from scarcity of room and lack of 
seats, designing it merely as a local work in a new 
and unoccupied section of our city. 

Eleven members have been admitted during the 
past year at Matamoras, and the prospect of the 
work is quite encouraging, notwithstanding many 
difficulties. 

CENTRAL MISSION. 


The Central Mission, in charge of Julio Gon- 
zalez Gea, sustained by New York Yearly Meeting, 
has presented some encouraging features, especially 
in the neighboring ranches and in the village of 
Mendez, where Gertrudis G. de Ureste, a fe- 
male convert, has opened a Day School and a 
meeting on First-days for Bible exposition and 
worship, which has been usually attended by from 
30 to 4o girls and young ladies, embracing some 
of the principal families of the village. She also 
held meetings at quite a number of ranches when 
on a visit to Matamoras. Meetings are frequently 
held at Punta del Monte, a ranch belonging to her 
brothers and sisters, and at El Tortillero, a ranch 
between -San Fernando and Mendez. Julio Gon- 
zales Gea has also visited the village of Cruillas, 
where he hopes soon to open meetings. The priest 
who was in charge of these villages has recently 
renounced his sacerdotal vows and retired from 
the service of the Catholic church. During 
the last visit of our friend Gea tp Mendez, he 
called him in to visit with him, and manifested his 
appreciation of the Protestant work in this State, 
and his entire disavowal of the peculiar tenets of 
Romanism. The converts of the Central Mission 
have been few, but all are zealous and earnest 
laborers in the cause. 


SOUTHERN MISSION. 


In the department of evangelical work, especi- 
ally preaching, the Southern Mission stands first 


in the list. The large meeting at Gomez Farias, 
held in Mendenhall Chapel, usually numbering 
about one hundred persons; another one kept up 
for several weeks in the southern part of the vil- 
lage, some two miles distant, to which some 
twenty-five were drawn who had not attended the 
regular meeting. The earnestness of the native 
members and their readiness to aid our visiting 
missionaries with food for their journeys, are 
worthy of special note. Our friends, Encarnacion 
Gonzalez and wife, have been aided in their work 
the present year by our friend Francisco Pena, 
who has made that his headquarters, though visit- 
ing Escandon and Santa Barbara, and aiding in 
extending the work to other points. The Mission 
Association of Canada Yearly Meeting has prém- 
ised to sustain Bro. Pena, and we trust that he will 
soon be able to visit other points. Our friend 
Felipe Garcia, who has kept up a Bible school in 
Escandon by his own voluntary efforts, aside from 
aiding our visitors with means for their journeys, 
has presented a horse to our friend Luciano Mas- 
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corro, to be used in visiting other points, and has 
promised to give another to Bro. Pena for like use. 

The mission work at Santa Barbara, under the 
direction of Luciano Mascorro, is very encourag- 
ing, the usual attendance being about one hundred 
persons, and on extraordinary occasions three 
times that number; a Bible school being kept up 
with an attendance of about thirty persons. A 
church has been organized and a Day School, and 
two papers published in the interest of the cause— 
one for grown peopleand one for children. These 
papers have exercised a wonderful influence in all 
Southern Tamaulipas, and have awakened a desire 
among the people to listen to the preaching of the 
Gospel. Meetings have been opened at three vil- 
lages—Nuevo Morelos, Antiguo Morelos, and 
Quintero—which, with the revived work at Escan- 
don, make four new meetings opened during the 
year in the Southern Mission. The meeting at 
Escandon will soon be organized as a local church, 
as our elder, Felipe Garcia, is one of our most 
reliable and earnest Christians, and can take 
charge of the work when other Ministers can not 
be present. Our friends, Encarnacion Gonzalez, 
Luciano Mascorro and Francisco Pena, will peri- 
odically visit this Station and aid him in the work. 

In religious work the Southern Mission presents 
many encouragements, but the educational work 
has up to the present beenalmost neglected. Our 
friends, Abby G. and R. J. Mendenhall, have 
purchased a lot for a Girls’ School at Gomez Farias, 
aside from taking upon themselves the full support 
of that Mission. We hope to be able to go for- 


ward with the building the coming winter, and 
that school wurk in the Southern Mission will form 
a principal feature of our work there in future. 


SOTO LA MARINA. 


This Mission was abandoned early last fall, from 
the insecurity of life incident to a state of local 
anarchy, and the financial failure of the Telfner 
Railroad line, which rendered the village a com- 
paratively unimportant point. These circumstances 
were beyond our control, and whilst we greatly 
regret this misfortune which has led to the with- 
drawal of Western Yearly Meeting from this field, 
yet we have been powerless to avert the influence 
of the financial crisis, or stay the blood shed in 
local strife between the villages of Soto la Marina 
and Presas. The commander of the government 
troops in that division was murdered in cold blood 
atid the State has been powerless to punish the 
crime. 

PUBLISHING DEPARTMENT. 


This department has been greatly.crippled the 
past year from scarcity of funds, and as it entered 
the financial year with a considerable indebtedness, 
its financial state has not improved during the year. 
No new work has been undertaken, and as my 
time was considerably engrossed by the Boarding 
School structure, it would have been imprudent to 
have undertaken any translation. With the ex- 
ception of an illustrated primer, the engravings 
for which were presented by our friend, Martha 
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Allen, of Beverly, N. J., and a ‘‘Small Gram- 
matical Analysis,’ by Santiago Garcia Gonzalez, 
all our issues have been reprints from plates pre- 
viously cast. ‘They make a total of over 1,000 000 
pages issued during the year from our presses. 


The circulation has greatly exceeded that of any 
previous year, and the interest manitested in Costa 
Rica, Argentine Republic, and in the Spanish 
speaking portions of the West Indies, especially 
Porto Rico and Santo Domingo (Hayti,) has been 
a matter of great encouragement to us in the work, 
The circulation of ‘‘El Ramo de Olivo”’ has 
nearly doubled during the year, and is constantly 
increasing, and cheering words come from all 
points. Each number has attacked some particular 
vice, some particular sin, and the cause of tem- 
perance has been kept very prominent. Designs 
for needlework, which have been occasionally is- 
sued, have led to its being especially sought for by 
young ladies and female students, and we may be 
safe in saying that its influence is reaching many, 
even of the wealthy class, who would not attend 
meetings, whilst it reaches very-many points where 
Missionaries have never attempted to penetrate. 
Its circulation is almost wholly gratuitous, and the 
expense incurred and labor required to keep upa 
correspondence extending to all Spanish speaking 
countries, except the Phillipine Islands, makes us 
at times shrink from the thought of combining 
this with the Superintendence of Missions, a single 
visit to all whose stations requires a journey of 
about one thousand miles in a carriage,.and occu- 
pies from two to four months’ time. 

A large number of copies of ‘‘La Luz del 
Pueblo,” and of ‘‘Gurney’s Essays on Christi- 
anity,”” have been forwarded to exchange papers — 
and public libraries in all these countries during 
the past year. The latter has met with a warm 
welcome from Missionaries in Mexico, and is used 
as a text book in the Theological Seminary at San 
Luis Potosi. (Pres. Mission). 


_ EDUCATIONAL WORK AT MATAMORAS, 


The schools at Matamoras have been quite suc- 
cessful during the year. The Boys’ School had an 
enrollment of 60 pupils, who made commendable 
progress; and nearly all of whom attend Bible 
school and meeting, though there are few whose 
parents are members. There are only 8 boys ofa 
suitable age to attend school belonging to our 
Society, now residing in this city, of whom 6 at- 
tend school. Our friend, Santiago Garcia Gon- 
zalez, has rendered efficient service in the grammar 
classes and in some other studies, enabling our 
friend, W. A. Walls, to carry forward the other 
branches more thoroughly. 

The Girls’ School has been the most fruitful 
branch of Mission work carried on during the past 
year. The report of Julia L. Ballinger will give 
this branch in detail. Over 140 pupils were en- 
rolled, and the progress in their studies was very 
encouraging. The efforts of our friend, Santiago 
Garcia Gonzalez, in. the grammar classes, were 
crowned with success, and he has since been as- 
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signed some of the reading classes, so that his 
afternoons are spent entirely in this school. 


The prospect of a new building for this school 
gave quite an impulse to the attendance, and the 
fall term has in consequence opened with a large 
attendance of more advanced students from the 
middle class of society. 

The new edifice was begun on the 15th of Sixth 
month last, and will be ready for occupancy some 
time in Tenth month. It has been the theme of 
many of the wealthy residents, who have often visited 
the work and admired the adaptability of the plan to 
the purpose intended, as well as the solidity of the 
structure and the quality of the materials employed. 
It is probably the strongest structure of its size in 
the city. Its architecture is ‘thoroughly Spanish- 
American, and it is intended to be hurricane proof- 
Iron anchors attached to the roof beams clasp the 
outer walls in every direction, and as the roof con- 
sists of beams one foot in width and three inches 
thick, set on edge at a distance of sixteen inches 
from each other, covered with one-inch planking, 
with four strong nails in each plank at each 
crossing ; and covered with a roof of flit bricks 
laid, the lower courses in mortar and the upper 
one in Roman cement, forming a covering of 
brick and cement six inches in thickness, this 
immense weight, so firmly anchored to the walls 
will, it is believed, prevent the structure from 
yielding even in such hurricanes as those of 1867 
and 1880, Great care has been given to ventila- 
tion, and each room is supplied with ample means 


for warmth in winter, whilst the roof prevents the 
summer heat from being felt inside. 


CONCLUDING REMARKS, 


It seems difficult to lay out a definite plan for 
the coming year. Whilst the interest of friends at 
home has been more than ever enlisted in various 
departments of the work, and especially so in the 
education and training of orphans and neglected 
children, and opportunities onened here to meet 
this interest with -intelligent applicants, yet the 
health of our friend, Gulielma M. Purdie, has 
been so interrupted that it seems hardly possible to 
expect even the continuance of that portion of the 
work which has been growing upon her hands for 
the past fourteen years.. The attack of fever which 
she suffered in Second month last, whilst I was ab- 
sent, has been followed by repeated relapses, and 
during the past month the symptoms have been so 
decidedly unfavorable that it seems impossible to 
look toward active service in the Mission on her 
part, until by absolute rest her health may be so 
improved as to justify her resuming mission work 
again. ‘Two of the children in her care have been 
returned to their relatives, and a temporary home 
found for another. The four still in her care will, 
With the aid of a native assistant, be cared for until 
the arrangements as to her removal elsewhere shall 
be perfected, when they will probably form a part 
in the Girls’ Boarding School until her return to 
the field. 


Whether this change will tend to a temporary 
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suspension of our Printing department or not (as 
the female compositors, folders, &c., cannot then 
form part of our office) or whether other plans can 
be arranged, we can hardly foresee at present. 
Accepting these overturnings of Divine Provi- 
dence as a needful part of His all-wise plans, and 
humbly seeking to be led by Him in all things, 
and desiring that all our plans which are not His 
plans may be frustrated, we resign ourselves and the 
work to His sovereign care, asking at the same 
time the prayers, sympathy and co-operation of 
Friends in our native land. 
In loving bonds, 
On behalf of the Mission, 
SAMUEL A. PURDIE. 


PUBLISHING DEPARTMENT. 


The Committee on Foreign Missions adds : 

In concluding this report, we desire to make a 
special appeal for this Department. It has been 
the opening wedge of influenee for all our work. 
It is the most effective means of extending it in 
foreign fields, and one of the greatest aids in 
maintaining it athome. No work of this kind can 
be self-sustaining. No Bible or Tract Society 
exists, that is not maintained by the constant 
donations of those interested in such means. 

This must not stop. We have now a deficit of 
about eight hundred dollars in this Department, 
and will need at least a special donation of twelve 
hundred to overcome this and enable us to meet 
current expenses this year. 


RECAPITULATION, 


We need for Publishing Department, 
For current expenses, 
For Girls’ Boarding School, 


Total amount needed 


We must repair the meeting house at Matamoras. 
We should build a building for the Boys’ School, 
at an expense of $3000. We ought to build a 
suitable residence for an Agent, joined with a 
printing office. 

For all these aims, we make an earnest appeal to 
all members of the Society of Friends. In all 
these openings for work for our Lord, we recog- 
nize its possibilities by the awakened conscience of 
the church at home for the dissemination of the 
Gospel. 


oe — . - — 


OUR LONDON LETTER. 

The Monthly Meeting of Devonshire House has 
recorded Chas. Gayford as a minister of the Gospel. 
C. G. has completed his medical studies, and in- 
tends shortly to return to India with his wife, to 
resume their religious services in Hoshangabad and 
the neighborhood in connection with Friends. 

The Church Congress that has recently con- 
cluded its sitting at Portsmouth, discussed, amongst 
other matters, the ‘‘ duty of the Church in relation 
to war ;’”’ than which there can hardly be a subject 
of greater practical importance to all men. ‘The 
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against the proposition most earnestly insisted 
(personally) to us who were pressing the issue, 
that ‘hey did not want the ordinances introduced 
any more than we did (failing to see they were 
already introduced), claiming that the discussion 
of the subject would interfere with the salvation 
of souls, and that some of those who persistently 
insist upon the liberty to either use or disyse these 
outward rites, are so useful that we can not af- 
ford to do without them, 

But those who have introduced practices so at 
variance with the principles and practices of our 
branch of the church during its entire existence, 
are the ones who must shoulder the responsibility 
of turning the church aside (if it is turned aside) 
from her one great object, viz.: Zhe salvation of 
souls and the building up of believers. Again, we 
ought not to allow any personal considerations to in- 
fluence our judgment when principles are at stake. 

The question was not, Shad the ordinances be 
introduced ? but having been introduced, shall we 
allow them to remain? The proposition from the 
representatives did not ask amy one to leave our 
church, did not ask any recantation or acknow- 
ledgment ; but simply asked that @// should quit 
advocating, partaking of, or administering these 
outward rites; and they by this vote say they do 
not intend to quit. 

The assertion is made that our church does not 
consist of a bundle of negations. Well! I never 


heard any one say it did; but we Aave our nega- 
tions nevertheless, and we find them all through 


the Book from Genesis to Revelations. God says, 
‘Thou shalt,” which is positive ; He also says, 
“Thou shalt not,” which is negative; and the 
one is as binding and as precious to the humble 
believer as the other. 

It is claimed that ‘¢ toleration ’—liberty to use 
or disuse these outward rites must be allowed ; 
again, itis claimed this wse is Scripturally com- 
manded. Putting the two together we have the 
absurd position of claiming liberty to OBEY or DIs- 
oBEY Christ’s own commands. 

The ‘‘toleration’’ or ‘liberty of conscience ”’ 
for which our forefathers pleaded, suffered for and 
obtained, referred, primarily, to the State; and had 
no reference to allowing the teaching of directly 
opposite views or doctrines within our own church 
organization. If this liberty be granted in refer- 
ence to one doctrine it may be in reference to any 
or all others, which once allowed would destroy 
any church in the world. 

. The question is asked, why legislate on /¢his 
subject or doctrine and not on many others of at 
least equal importance ? 

If | understand the growth of our discipline, it 
was made from time to time to meet each need as 
It arose ; so if in the future should there be need 
for legislation in reference to any other doctrine, 
the thing to do is just to meet the case in a straight- 
forward, manly, Christian spirit. 

_In conclusion, I most freely accord true devo- 
tion of soul and a real depth of religious experience 
On the part of many who differ with me radically 


on the subject. Indeed, it was the experience of 

the love of God in the hearts of many on both 

sides of the question which, in its consideration, so 

characterized Ohio Yearly Meeting with what has 

been termed ‘‘harmony,’’ but which I prefer to 

call loving submission. Josian BUTLER. 
Damascus, Ohio, Tenth mo, roth, 1885. 


RURAL, 


GROWING POTATOES FROM SEED.—For some rea- 
son the potato bolls, which contain the true seed of 
the potato, are formed much less freely now than 
was formerly the case. It is at least a noteworthy 
coincidence that the vigor and vitality of the potato 
have decreased in like proportion to its seed-pro- 
ducing powers. Thé crop of tubers is increased ; 
but it is by a forcing process which leaves the vine: 
exposed to attacks of disease This is doubtless one 
of the reasons why varieties ‘‘ run out’’ so quickly. 
In such seasons as the present, when blight and 
disease have been more widespread than usual, it 
is natural that the subject of producing more vigor- 
ous, or at least more hardy, varieties from seed 
should attract general attention. 

The potato differs from other farm crops in being 
grown not from seed, but from buds or eyes, 
which, being planted, continue the old growth from 
year to year. From a real seed an entirely new 
plant is produced; but a crop of potatoes grown 
from the eye simply reproduces the old stock. If 
in any season unfavorable weather causes mildew 
or other disease, this is carried over into the fol- 
lowing year; and though better weather may 
modify the attack, yet the vitality of the variety is 
to some extent permanently injured. That this will 
be the case with a large proportion of the potatoes 
grown in this present most unfavorable year is very 
probable. Good seed potatoes, grown where 
neither blight nor rot has prevailed, will at seeding 
time next Spring be almost beyond price for 
planting. It may very well happen that, next 
year, the rot will not be as prevalent as it has been 
this; but the varieties now grown will be more 
liable to injury ever after. 

At the same time this season is probably not a 
favorable one for originating new varieties of great 
hardiness and vigor. Like produces like; and 
though a seedling potato is more nearly a new cre- 
ation than a plant grown from the eye, yet it must 
inherit something of the weakness or vigor of con- 
stitution of its parent. Yet there are probably 
some places where blight and rot have not been 
very injurious to certain varieties which have es- 
caped the general destruction. No better proof of 
their vigor and hardiness could be desired. If po- 
tato seed from such varieties or places is duly 
planted, we can have pretty good assurance of 
something valuable. Only the seed from those 
kinds which form a large number of seed bolls 
should be used. But as one of the signs of varieties 
running out is the failure to produce seed, there is 
not so much danger from this source. If a certain 
plant has seed bolls, it may be safely inferred that 
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it is vigorous, though other potatoes of the same 
variety have degenerated below the point where 
they are able to produce seed. 

A new seedling commonly has numerous seed 
bolls for a few years; but, as the crop is yearly 
grown from eyes, Nature in time takes the hint and 
refuses to grow what is plainly a superfluity. Take 
some of the more vigorous seedlings, which have 
most seed bolls, and grow new varieties from these 
for three or four generations, and it is quite prob- 
able that we should have something more valu- 
able, at least for hardiness, than any variety now 
grown. Ii wecan secure vigor and hardiness, it 
will be comparatively easy to secure other desirable 
qualities. 

The value of potatoes for productiveness and 
quality probably depends in part on the cultivation 
given them. It is well-known that the first year, 
from seed, no potato large enough to be of any use 
can be grown. Many potato growers, knowing 
this fact, have left the seed potato severely alone 
the first season, taking up the small tubers in the 
fall, and giving them better cultivation the next 
year. It is a question of some importance whether 
this stunting process does not ever after detract 
from the value, at least for productiveness, of the 
potato thus grown. 

Peihaps, in an hundred seedling potatoes not 
more than one or two may be worthy of general 
cultivation ; and it will require two years at least 
to decide as to their cooking qualities, and two or 
three more as to their value for productiveness and 
vigor. But, if one potato in a thousand is decided- 
ly superior, the grower need not complain, though 
he be obliged to throw away the remaining nine 
hundred and ninety-nine. The originator of the 
Early Rose potato reaped a valuable harvest, besides 
conferring a great benefit on the world in the in- 
troduction of this variety. We hope that those who 
have sound potatoes this year will interest them- 
selves in planting seed bolls. They will learn much 
of value about the potato plant by this endeavor, 
and may very possibly confer a lasting benefit on 
the world. What we especially need is a variety 
with sufficient constitutional vigor to resist attacks 
of disease; and this may very possibly be most 
easily produced from seed bolls of sound potatoes 
grown the present year.—American Cultivator. 

















delphia in preparation for a year’s campaign. Is not 
their warfare the most noble? Will it not be far 
more sure than any the ‘Sublime Porte’’ can wage, 
to increase the amount of happiness in the world? 

To a visitor, observing the convention, just held, 
of the National Woman’s Christian Union, it does 
indeed seem to make or represent one of the land. 
marks of history. Fifty years ago, it would have 
been as impossible as, at that time, was instantaneous 
photography or the telephone. Then, the idea of 
a national movement based upon total abstinence, 
and aiming at the suppression of all traffic in alce- 
holic liquors, would, if spoken of, have been 
thought preposterous. Then, also, a convention 
of three hundred women, from forty States and 
Territories, managing their own business, and using 
an influence felt all over the country, would have 
appeared like an empty dream. 

But, that dream has been realized. This was the 
twelfth annual convention of the National W. C, 
T. U. organization. Through the efforts of its mem- 
bers, fourteen States have passed laws making obliga- 
tory hygienic instruction in the common schools, 
with special reference to the effects of alcohol and 
narcotics. Anthony Benezet and Benjamin Rush 
began an attack upon the castle of this Giant Des- 
pair, more than a hundred years ago. But now, 
American women, starting with a crusacle much 
more rational than those of the Middle Ages, have 
led the conflict within the very walls ; hand to hand 
with the giant himself; and it is a battle to the death. 


Within no great length of time, this national 
organization will become a World’s Woman’s Chris- 
tian Temperance Union. Then it will also,-we may 
hope, so add other great aims to those with which 
it began, as to be able to drop its exclusive or re- 
strictive title ; and extend into a Wordd’s Christian 
Union, in a warfare, under the banner of the Cross, 
against all the moral and social evils that devastate 
mankind. 

So, too, it may be hoped that the ‘¢ third party” 
which, in political affairs, was endorsed by this 
Convention, may soon become a broadly extended 
National Reform party; including, with Temper- 
ance, Civil Service Reform, International Arbitra- 
tion, Indian Citizenship, Aid to the South in Edu- 
cation, and other important and needful issues. If 
it were possible, as we fear it is not yet, for sucha 
a party to maintain, like the W. C. T. U., a Chris- 
tian principle and motive as its central power, we 
might hope for the building of a nation 
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PHILADELPHIA, ELEVENTH MO. 14, 1885. 





IF HISTORY once had its landmarks chiefly drawn 
by battle-fields, they are now more often made by 
conventions. While the great powers of Europe 
are holding a conference at Constantinople upon 
the boundaries of Turkish provinces, wherefrom 
either peace or war will result, between three and 
four hundred American women continue and con- 


5 : y ; 9 “Such as earth 
clude their deliberations and resolutions in Phila- 


Saw never, such as heaven stoops down to see.” 


THE FRIENDS’ 


MEDITATING, at a great distance, upon events 
now occurring in Bulgaria and Roumelia, in South- 
eastern Europe, it seems astonishing that an entirely 
pacific revolution, whereby two contiguous nation- 
alities become united under one government, should 
not be at once accepted willingly by all the world. 
Especially would this be reasonable, Lecause Prince 
Alexander, the ruler of the united provinces, agrees 
to continue paying the tribute claimed as due by 
Turkey, in token of ‘‘suzerainty’’ admitted to exist. 
How far is this domination of foreign powers, Rus- 
sian, Austrian, German, French, Italian and English, 
as well as Turkish, over the affairs of those who are 
ready to adjust and maintain them in peace and 
prosperity, from the government ‘‘ of the people 
by the people, and for the people,” which is the 
ideal of our Western world! It is quite probable 
that we shall have again to see, after thousands of 
lives have been sacrificed upon the battle-field, how 
much worse a means of settlement is war than any 
other, of all the problems that occur, on any scale, 
in human experience. 


ae 


WE HAVE RECEIVED a communication from San 
José, California, in regard to an article, concern- 
ing the Monthly Meeting in this place, which lately 
appeared in the Christian Worker and Expositor. 


It seems, on consideration, best not to continue 
further, at present, the discussion of that painful 
subject in Friends’ Review. Justice to both parties 
makes it appropriate, however, to say now, that the 
heading of an article containing the questions sent 
to San José Monthly Meeting by a Committee of 
Honey Creek Quarterly Meeting, and the answers 
thereto, namely, ‘‘ An Inquisition and its Results,” 
was not attached to that communication as re- 
ceived for out columns. It was an-editorial addi- 
tion; perhaps not wisely chosen. Our brief com- 
ment, however, upon the simple facts set forth in 
the Report of Honey Creek Quarterly Meeting’s 
Committee, was fully united with by the (London) 
Friend, in its issue for the present month. It seems 
very desirable that an entirely impartial investiga. 
tion of this matter should be made under the au- 
thority of Iowa Yearly Meeting. 


Oe Narr RENEE A TN ENE A A AE OE 
DIED. 

KELLEY.—At her residence, in Salem, Ohio, on the 
27th of Ninth month, 1885, Abigail B. Kelley, wife of 
Alfred D, Kelley, in the 68th year of her age ; a valued 
minister and member of Salem Monthly Meeting. 

Our dear friend in early life became strongly at. 
tached to the Christian principles and testimonies of 
our religious Society and dedicated her life to her 
Master's service. She has for many years labored dili- 
gently for her blessed Master in her own and other 
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Yearly Meetings, attending meetings and visiting 
families, a work for which she was eminently qualified. 
She was enabled to offer words of tender sympathy 
and encouragement to the afflicted ones and point 
them to the one Source from whence she, herself, had 
derived support. Far above any temporal considera- 
tion and under all circumstances, her greatest desire 
was for the extension of the Redeemer'’s kingdom. The 
many changes in her loved Society that have occurred 
during the past few years had no tendency to depress 
her naturally buoyant spirits, but she confidently 
affirmed her belief that the precious principles upheld 
by early Friends and founded upon the truth as con- 
tained in Holy Writ would never be forsaken. From 
early life she spent much time in the study of the Bible, 
and often expressed her appreciation of the sublime 
truths contained therein; encouraging and exhorting 
others to make the Scriptures their prayerful study. 
She was an efficient worker in the Sabbath-school until 
compelled to relinquish that labor on account ot failing 
health. Though for over a year deprived of the privi- 
lege of attending meetings, her interest in the cause did 
not cease and the presence and conversation of her 
friends gave her much pleasure till the last day of her 
useful life, when her frail body yielded to the disease 
that had long threatened dissolution, and she calmly 
and peacefully fell asleep in Jesus. 

A short time previously she had expressed that all 
would be well, though not through any merits of her 
own, A devoted wife, mother and friend has passed 
away, but her influence still remains, and her life is a 
sweet benediction. We have the comforting assurance 
that she has received an abundant entrance into a 
heavenly mansion, where the fleeting things of earth 
are exchanged for joys perpetual, and the compan- 
ionship of the redeemed. 

Her remains were taken to her native State and laid 
away in Friends’ burying-ground, Rochester, N. H. 

Christian Worker please copy. 

MOF FITT.—At his residence, Richmond, Indiana, 
Eighth mo. gth, 1885, after a short illness, Hugh Mof- 
fitt, in the 80th year of his age. 

He was an elder in our Religious Society, and ex- 
emplified in an eminent degree by his daily walk and 
conversation that he wasindeed a disciple of the Lord 
Jesus. 

Emigrating from North Carolina to Richmond, Ind., 
with his parents in his fifth year, he shared in the hard- 
ships of a pioneer life. As he grew up to manhood, 
he patiently and faithfully labored to do his part in the 
development of a new State, and the up-building of 
the church. Possessed of a good judgment, wise in 
counsel, and jealous for the truth as it is in Jesus, he 
was a useful member of the Society, ever ready by 
words of counsel and acts of benevolence to forward 
its interests. 

His quiet and unostentatious life, animated by a 
truly philanthropic and Christian spirit, endeared him 
to all with whom he had intercourse, and well fitted 
him for the position of elder, to watch over and care 
for the tender ones of the flock. 

Having no children of his own, his heart was drawn 
out in Christian sympathy toward those who ‘stood in 
need of his watchful care and influence. Thus ac- 
tuated, he and his beloved companion adopted several 
children, took them into their household and became 
to them, in deed and in truth, as a “ father and mother 
in Israel,” daily laboring to minister to their necessi- 
ties, and by an exemplary life and Christian instruc- 
tion, bringing them up “in the fear of the Lord.” 

Having lived a long and useful life, devoted to the 
cause of humanity and the advancement of the king- 
dom of our Lord and Saviour, he quietly and peace- 
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fully passed from works to rewards, leaving a dearly 
beloved companion and several adopted children to 
mourn his loss. Of him it may surely be said, “‘ Well 
done, thou good and faithful servant, enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord.” 
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KANSAS YEARLY MEETING. 


(Concluded from page 218.) 


First-day, Tenth mo. 11th—The day has been 
spent in almost constant devotion. Public worship 
began at8 o'clock. Services were held in both rooms 
of the meeting-house at ten, and again in the after- 
noon, and a large meeting was held in the evening. 
In all of these the gospel was preached with great 
power and clearness. The pulpits of other churches 
were occupied by Friends. Dr, Levi D. Johnson ad- 
dressed a meeting in the court house in the afternoon, 
on his visit to Africa, and in the evening he spoke in 
the Methodist church in North Lawrence. 

Second-day.—Morning.—Epistles were read from 
North Carolina, Ohio and Indiana, also the London 
General Epistle. The reading of the latter led to some 
remarks on the clearness and soundness of its teach- 
ing, by Jonathan De Voll and others, A minute on 
the state of society was read. Besides the attendance 
of meeting, as before mentioned in this report, it dweit 
upon the importance of being very careful in exer- 
cising strict integrity in business transactions, honesty 
in the letter as well as the spirit ; not striving to over- 
reach in bargains. A joint committee was appointed 
to assist the Evangelistic Committee to simplify and 
systematize their plan of work. At two o'clock a Tem- 
perance meeting was held, but no report of it has been 
sent us. 

Third.day.—Morning.—A joint session of men and 
women was held. Dr. L. D. Johnson explained to the 
meeting the plan proposed by Iowa Yearly Meeting 
for the formation of a Friends’ American Board of 
Foreign Missions, The meeting, after some delibera- 
tion, appointed a large committee to consider the 
whole subject and to report to a future sitting. Joseph 
Cosand and wife each spoke to the meeting of their 
prospect of soon going to Japan, and assured Friends 
of the joy and peace they felt in the assurance that 
the Lord had called them to the work and would pro- 


vide for and bless them in their undertaking. Andrew | 


Wooton addressed the méeting, and the missionaries 
were commended to the Lord in prayer. Fannie 
Lighter, who feels called to go to Africa as a mission- 
ary, was introduced to the meeting, and spoke some 
appropriate words, and was commended to the Wo- 
man’s Foreign Missionary Association. 

A memorial was read concerning Martha I, Newby, 
deceased. 

The report of the Committee on Evangelistic and 
Pastoral Work, shows that there have been 61 series 
of meetings held, besides 19 two-days’ meetings, num- 
bering 1041 sessions. The number of professed con- 
versions was 545; renewals, 69; about two hundred 
have professed to receive the blessing of sanctification. 
Five new meetings have been established, two of them 
Monthly Meetings, Reports are incomplete, else the 
numbers in some particulars would be nearly doubled. 
Mos: of the families of the Yearly Meeting were visit- 
ed; parents’ meetings were held in one Monthly Meet- 
ing. The committee spent $601.29. Interesting verbal 
reports of work were made, and the meeting entered 
heartily into the consideration of the subject. A sub- 


scription of $500 was taken up to prosecute the work 
next year. 
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and on Peace reported, and the report of the Peace 
Association of Friends was read. Joseph J. Wakefield 
preached with power in the evening, which was fol. 
lowed by personal efforts to save the awakened, and 
there were several professed conversions, as there 
have been at nearly every meeting. 

Fourth-day.—A public meeting for worship was 
held at twoo'clock. Elwood Scott preached the’prin- 
cipal sermon of the occasion. ; : 

Afternoon.—Minutes of the Representative Meeting 
were read, Washington Hadley presented the loss, by 
fire, at North Carolina Boarding School, and asked for 
aid. He and Samuel D. Coffin were appointed to re- 
ceive what any desired to give. Report of the meeting 
on Ministry and Oversight was read. A minute re- 
affirming Friends’ views on the ordinances was passed 
with but little discussion. An encouraging report from 
the Committee on Education was read. 

The committee to consider the subject of uniting in 
the formation of a Friends’ American Board of For- 
eign Missions, reported in favor of such union, and 
offered the names of five Friends to constitute the 
members of said Board if it should be organized, No 
subject during the Yearly Meeting has elicited more 
interest or such earnest debate. The report was adopt- 
ed, with some change. . 

In the evening Dr. Johnson presented the claims of 
Africa, after which a collection was taken, in which 
$54.10 cash was raised, and $64 subscribed to be paid 
to Laura Newlin, treasurer of committee, Lawrence, 
Kansas, ‘ 

Fifth-day. -Morning meeting for worship convened 
at 7.30, and was so full of interest that it could hardly 
be closed in time for the business meeting. Many were 
eager to testify to their experience in saving grace, 

Last Session.—Nine o'clock. The report on Bible- 
schools was read, and was full of interest. The annual 
conference will be held at Tonganoxie, in Fifth month 
next, Quarterly Meeting superintendents were encour- 
aged to hold conferences. One hundred dollars was ap- 
propriated to aid the Temperancecommittee in its work, 
Epistles to all the other Yearly Meetings were en- 
dorsed. At the request of Elwood Scott a meeting 
for worship was appointed for the evening. After ap- 


propriate parting words and prayers the meeting ad- 
journed, 


ee 


THE INTERNATIONAL LESSON. 


FOURTH QUARTER. 


LESSON VIII. Eleventh month 22d, 188s, 


HEZEKIAH’S GOOD REIGN. 


Go.tpENn Text.—He did that which was right in the sight of the 
Lord.—II Ki. xviii. a. 


We now return to the kingdom of Judah. More 
than a century has elapsed since Joash repaired the 
Temple; a century during which the course of the 
nation was on the whole downward. Especially 
had this been the case during the reign of Hezekiah’s 
father, Ahaz, who seems to have really spent his 
time in trying what new sorts of idolatry he could 
practice. He not only walked in the ways of the 
kings of Israel (II Ki, xvi. 3; cf. IL Ki. xvii. 19) 
but also worshiped the gods of Syria (II Chr. 
xxviii. 24) and even introduced the horrible rites 
of the Ammonites and sacrificed his own son to 
Molech, At last he closed the temple altogether, 
and cut in pieces the Ifoly vessels, and made altars 
‘in every corner of Jerusalem ’’ as well as through- 


II Ki. xviii, 1—12, 


Afternoon.—Tie committees on Books and Tracts | out the country. He left to Hezekiah a country 





THE 


torn by internal strife, tributary to a powerful 
hostile state (II Ki. xvi. 7, 8) and polluted by all 
sorts of heathen abominations. The state of the 
people, priests, prophets and nobles of Judah at 
this time may be seen from the first three chapters 
of the prophet Nahum. In Israel things were still 
worse. The impenitence of the people and a 
succession of fierce kings, each in turn murdering 
his predecessor, had brought the nation to a state 
when they were at last rejected by the Lord. The 
leading thought of to-day’s lesson seems to be: rst, 
vs. 1—8. Result of the influence of a good king 
and the repentance of the people in a country even 
at a low point both religiously and politically. 
2nd, vs. g—12. Contrast the sad end of a country 
where no such gracious influences existed. 

II Ki. xviii. 1. Hesekiah the son of Ahaz, king 
of Judah. His reign of twenty-nine years offers 
an almost unmarred picture of persevering warfare 
against the most intricate and difficult circum- 
stances, and of glorious victory.—Zwad/d. 

2. His mother’s name also was Abi—a shortened 
form of Abijah. II Chr. xxix. 1—¢he daughter of 
Zachariah. Stanley says that this Zachariah may 
have been the favorite prophet of Uzziah, II Chr. 
xxvi. 5, who aided him so much in making his 
reign religious and prosperous. If so, there is 
some light thrown upon the influences which made 
Hezekiah such a different man from his father. It 
is to be observed that these verses 1—8, give a 
brief summary of Hezekiah’s whole reign—verse 9 
—and on, giving the same thing in detail. 

3- That which was right in the sight of the Lord 
according to all that David his father did. Of other 
kings it is said ‘‘he did right yet not like 
David his father.”” See II Ki. xiv. 3; II Chr. xxvi. 
4; xxvii. 2. The difference lay in ‘the perfect 
heart,” with which David served God. -Cf. I Ki. 
ix. 4 and xi. 4 with II Chr. xxv. 2. 


4. He removed the high places. We learn from 
II Chr. xxix. 3, &c., that this was the fruit of 
opening the temple and of a great religious meet- 
ing of fourteen days to which Hezekiah invited the 
people from the northern kingdom as well as his 
own. The religious spirit of the whole nation was 
roused and when the ‘‘Great Passover” was 
ended bands of men went out through the land 
and destroyed all the idolatrous abominations as 
well as these simply questionable high places which 
had been spared in all previous reformations. The 
‘high places”’ had a strong hold on the affections 
of the people, and among the surrounding heathen 
their destruction appears to have been considered 
as tantamount to a casting off of a// religion. See 
II Chr. xxxii. 12, 13. And brake the images, and 
cut down the groves. These were the purely idol- 
atrous images of Baal, II Chr. xxviii. 2, and 
the groves where Astarte was worshipped. And 
brake in pieces the bruzen serpent which Moses had 
made. Num. xxi. 4—9. ‘They had made an idol 
of it. Possibly it was considered efficacious in 
cases of bites by serpents. Its destruction must 
have required no small courage and faith. He 
called it Nehushtan. R.V. margin ‘It was called ;”’ 
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either this was its popular name or Hezekiah 
called it so; #. ¢., ‘* The brass thing,’’ in derision. 
This reform was by far the most thorough that had 
ever been made. Hezekiah began by getting the 


people’s Aearts right, and then he went forward 
caring for no considerations of policy, prejudice or 
popular feeling. His heart was ‘‘ perfect” before 
God 


5. He trusted in the Lord—not in Baal nor 
Ashtaroth nor in the gods of Samaria, nor even in 
the hearts of his own people, otherwise he would 
have feared to alienate them by interfering with 
their cherished prejudices. So that after him was 
none like him, &c. Stanley says, ‘‘when the 
merits of the kings were summed up after the 
fall of the monarchy, Hezekiah was, by a deliber- 
ate judgment put at the very top.’’ 

6. For he clave to the Lord. Solomon, Asa, 
Joash, Amaziah and Uzziah began well, but did 
not hold out to the end. Cf. Mat. x. 22; xxiv. 
13; Heb. iii. 6; Rev. ii. 26. 

7. And he rebelled against the king of Assyria. 
Ahaz had become tributary to the Assyrians, then 
at the height of their power. See II Ki. xvi. 7. 
Hezekiah refused to pay this tribute. With the 
example of Hoshea, king of Israel, before his eyes, 
it must have required no small courage in Hezekiah 
to do this. See II Ki. xvii. 4. It would seem that 
when the Assyrian army—lIs. xxii. 6, 7—really 
approached Jerusalem, Hezekiah’s faith gave way, 
and he made a compromise with Sennacherib and 
paid him the tribute. II Ki. xviii. 14, 16. An 
exact account of this Assyrjan triumph has been 
deciphered from a baked cylinder discovered at 
Nineveh. _ Is. xxii. is believed to refer to this treaty. 
As soon, however, as the immediate danger was 
over, Hezekiah plucked up heart again and renewed 
the war. IL Ki. xviii. 17, &c.; If Chr. xxxii. 1, 
&c. We cannot wonder at his fears when we con- 
sider the great power of his enemies. See II Ki. 
xviii. 19 and 33—35, and Is. viii. 7. The second 
time his faith was firm and in the ead the Lord 
delivered him grandly. II Ki. xix. 35, 36. 
Henceforth the Assyrians are not heard of any 
more in the history of Judah, 

8. He smote the Philistines unto Gaza. He 
subdued these warlike enemies on the south even 
to the borders of Egypt; so both north and south 
he was victorious. His reign was no less successful 
in the arts of peace. See Prov. xxvi.1. This is 
the first distinct example of an example of an 
attempt to collect the sacred books. See also II 
Chr. xxxii. 27—30. The prophet Isaiah was his 
intimate friend and adviser throughout. 

g. Contrast with this the fate of the sister king- 
dom. Shalmaneser king of Assyria. We learn 
from chap. xvii. 3, that at first Hoshea was tributary 
to him, but afterwards refusing to pay the tribute 
the Assyrians came up again and shut Hoshea up 
in prison. Then began the siege of Samaria. 
Shalmaneser was succeeded by Sargon before it 
ended. 

‘10. And at the end of three years. ‘* Without 
their king the people stood at bay for three years 
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as in the final siege of Jerusalem.’’—Stan/ey. | ment; in proof, however, one section is illustrating ix$ 


Here was no repentance, no turning to the Lord 
for help; but despair and frenzy and sorrow. See 
Hos. x. 14; Amos. vi. 9, Io. 

11. And the king of Assyria. Sargon, the father 
of Sennacherib. Did carry away Israel into 
Assyria. At first Sargon carried off from Samaria 
no more than 27,280 prisoners ; but there is reason 


to believe that later in his reign he effected the. 


wholesale deportation here mentioned.— Coo. 

12. Because. they obeyed not the voice of the 
Lord. Fora full statement of these reasons, see 
II Ki. xvii. 7—18. 

PRACTICAL THOUGHTS. 


1. Vs. 5, 6. Thesimple result of Hezekiah’s 
‘* cleaving to the Lord” was that ‘‘ the Lord was 
with him, and he prospered whithersoever he went 
forth.” See II Chr. xxxii. 7, 8; Rom. viii. 31. 

2. The revival of religion under Hezekiah began 
as every true revival must, in the individual heart 
and from that extended to the community. 

3. Vs. 9—12. Those who will not repent but 
continue in sin must inevitably perish. But God 
makes the way of the transgressors hard by doing 
everything possible to persuade them to repent and 
to be saved. See II Ki. xvii. 13; Is. ix. 8—13; 
Hos, vi. 4—7. 








Annual Convention of the National Woman’s 
Christian Temperance Union. 





Our brief account of this important convention may 
be best introduced by copying a paragraph from the 
“ Household” department of the Philadelphia Public 
Ledger. 

“The most representative body of women in the 
United States, having organizations in every State and 
Territory, is the National Woman's Christian Temper- 
ance Union, which assembled in this city yesterday. 
Miss Frances Willard, its President, estimates its mem- 
bership at about 150,000, and the number of local 
unions in the United States to be about ten thousand, 
Southern women, representing every State in that sec- 
tion, are joined with ,the delegates from the North At- 
lantic and the Pacific States, and they come also from 
the Territories and the army posts of the forts of the 
far frontier, The organization is wisely elastic. It has 
its numerous divisions for educational, social, literary, 
legal, evangelical and preventive work. It provides 
for many tastes as well as for many minds—all set on 
attaining the same ends though by different means, 
Some of the sections work among the Indians, some 
among the freedmen, There are kindergarten mis- 
sions and drawing-room missionaries; some devote 
themselves to spreading the cause of temperante 
among railroad men, telegraph operators, policemen, 
expressmen and all hands that are employed in trans- 
portation, even to the train news agents, Still another 
branch has its work among the miners and the lum- 
bermen, the soldiers and sailors, A most suggestive 
title is that of section 10, “on the relation of intemper- 
ance to capital and labor, with relative statistics.” The 
department that has literature under its charge is also 
interpreted broadly. The temperance work in one of its 
sections is devoted to the suppression of impure litera- 
ture, which is so wickedly prepared to spread before 
young people. The relation between the drink habit 
and the social evil needs no amount of theoretic argu- 


statistics by means of essays and pamphlets,” 

The Convention assembled on Sixth-day, Tenth mo, 
30th, in Association Hall, Philadelphia. On that day, 
294 delegates were reported to be present, from 40 
States and Territories; later, 370 were spoken of as 
the full number in attendance. Frances E, Willard, 
of Chicago, presided; with Mary A. Woodbridge, Re. 
cording Secretary ; Corresponding Secretary, Caroline 
B. Buell; Treasurer, Esther Pugh. The sessions oc- 
cupied four days and evenings, with an adjourned and 
concluding meeting on Fourth-day, Eleventh mo, 4th, 
All of the time was fully occupied and crowded with 
interest of many kinds. We have room only for a 
mere outline of the proceedings. 

On Io mo. 30th, the President’s address was read; 
giving a clear and elaborate statement of the work of 
the past year, and the outlook for the future. The fol- 
lowing abstract of this address is from a daily paper: 

‘« Considerable attention was devoted to the World's 
Woman’s Christian Temperance Union, an organiza- 
tion in process of formation, whose object is stated to 
be ‘to unify the interest in the temperance cause of 


Christian women throughout the world by introducing - 


the noontide hour of prayer for the triumph of Gospel 
temperance in all lands, observing Thursday P. M. as 
the time for local Woman’s Christian Temperance 
Union prayer meetings, with special reference to this 
thought, and by the visits of the Superintendent, Mrs, 
Leavitt, to foreign countries for the purpose of intro- 
ducing our methods and outlining a’system of organi- 
zation which shall eventually enlist the women of all 
nations in the effort to overthrow the poison habits of 
mankind,’ 

‘«Mrs. Mary Clement Leavitt, the National Union's 
‘Round-the-world Ambassador,’ is now in Sidney, 
Australia, where she will remain until spring, sailing 
thence for Asia, and slowly moving onward across the 
continents. In the past year she has organized flourish- 
ing unions in the Sandwich Islands and New Zealand, 

‘«To carry out’the purpose stated above, there has 
been prepared and sent to Mrs. Leavitt, a form of ‘ pe- 
tition of the World’s Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union to the Governments of the world, collectively 
and severally,’ requesting them to ‘strip away the 


safeguards and sanctions of the law from the drink 


traffic and the opium trade.’ 

“Mrs, Leavitt will have this petition translated into 
the language of each country visited by her, which it 
is intended shall be every civilized land on the globe. 
The list of names secured to the petition will be du- 
plicated and copies sent to each Government. Five 
years will probably be required to work up this pett- 
tion, which is to be signed only by women. A plan 
for the organization, submitted by Miss Willard, in- 
cludes making the Presidents of the National Unions 
Presidents of the World’s Union in chronological order 
in which the unions were organized, the remaining 
Presidents to be Vice Presidents of the World's Union, 
The motto suggested by Mrs, Leavitt is ‘ For God, and 
Home and Humanity.’” 

Speaking of organization, the President said : 

«Perhaps the chief advance this year is in the fra- 
ternizing of representative Catholic temperance: work- 
ers with Protestants. [ earnestly wish that a gifted 
Catholic woman might be found who would devote 
herself to enlisting those of her own faith to make 
common cause with us against our common enemy. 
A superintendent of work among Irish women would 
be a most opportune addition to our group of foreign 
workers. Our literature should be scattered among the 
Catholics, and in every town a copy of Zhe Union 
Signal should be subscribed for and sent to the priest. 
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He will soon see that there is neither religious nor race 
antagonism, and that we propose neither to proselyte 
nor be proselyted; neither to ‘pervert’ nor be per- 
verted,” 

«Regret was expressed that the deparment for the 
suppression of the social evil is as yet inoperative, 
owing to the difficulty of securing the services as super- 
intendent of ‘a lady who combines the rare qualities 
of a delicate perception of propriety with practical 
ability and leisure.’ 

“Miss Willard recommends among ‘new depar- 
tures’ desirable to make the following : Special work 
among printers, and against the opium habit; estab- 
lishment of reformatories for women, homes for adult 
incapables and for ‘ moral incapables ;’ inebriate asy- 
lums, normal institutes, training-schools for temper- 
ance workers, &c. Extended reference was made to 
the relations of the Union to politics,” 

After a lively debate, the convention. resolved that 
the headquarters of the W. C. T. U. shall be removed 
_ from New York to Chicago. 

Among the numerous reports of Standing Com- 
mittees, presented Tenth mo. 31st, the following are 
mentioned : 

A report on “Scientific Temperance Instruction” was 
submitted by Miss Mary H. Hunt, of Massachusetts. 

In the afternoon, topics were considered as follows : 
“Work Among Foreigners,” Mrs. S. F. Grubb, of 
Mobile ; ‘‘ Work Among Colored People,” Mrs. F. E. 
Harper, of Pennsylvania; ‘“‘Work Among Indians,” 
Mrs. H. C, McCabe, of Ohio; “ Temperance Kinder- 
garten,” Mrs. E, G, Green, Vermont; “Juvenile 
Work,” Mrs. Anna M. Hammer, New Jersey; “ Tem- 
perance Literature,’ Mrs, Julia Coleman, New York ; 
“Union Signal Work,” Mrs, G. W. Bain, Kentucky ; 
“Press Department,” Miss Esther T. Housh, Vermont. 

At the evening session a paper entitled “ Practical 
Plans” was read by Mrs. Rose E. Patten; Miss Caro- 
line Leech, of Kentucky, made an address upon 
“Social Influence ;” and the subject of “Occupations 
for the Kitchen-garden” was discussed by Miss Mary 
L. McClees., A report of Young Woman's work was 
presented by Mrs, Frances J. Barnes, of New York.” 

II mo, 2, the Committee on Resolutions pre- 
sented its Report, which elicited a very animated 
discussion; especially upon the unqualified endorse- 
ment proposed of the National Prohibition Party. At 
a later session, a protest against this endorsement, and 
in favor of a non-partisan attitude in regard to politics, 
was entered upon the minutes as signed by 24 delegates. 

II mo, 3, a report was received from the Com- 
mittee on Plan of Work, and adopted. It urged the 
women to advance the interests of the publications; 
recommended the appointment of a committee of five 
by the Executive Committee to examine and approve 
books for use in schools where education in physiology 
is compulsory ; recommended the holding of meet- 
ings at Washington under the auspices of the National 
Union; urging the States to establish headquarters 
where supplies can be obtained ; requested the general 
officers to send help to Washington Territory and 
Oregon; recommended the institution of training 
schools in various parts of the country, and efforts to 
secure the prohibition of the sale of cider as a beverage: 

At I P. M., a large number of the delegates attended 
the planting of an oak tree at the grave of Dr. Ben- 
jamin Rush, near the corner of Fifth and Arch Streets, 

A new Constitution was adopted at this day’s session, 
The place for the meeting of the next Annual Con- 
vention was decided to be Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Among those present and taking part in the pro- 
ceedings of this convention, were Augustus and Anna 
F, Taber and Mary J. Weaver, of New York; Mary 
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Whitall Thomas, of Baltimore, and Lydia M. Chase, 
of Arkansas, Addresses were made by several dele- 
gations from other bodies, and by individuals; among 
the latter, Anthony M. Comstock, Aaron W. Powéll, 
Edward S. Morris, Dr. DaCosta, of the White Cross 
League, and John H. Campbell, President of the 
Catholic Total Abstinence Union of Pennsylvania. 

Association Hall was crowded during the whole time 
of the Convention ; which must be pronounced to have 
been one of remarkable success and usefulness, 


~o 


BOOK NOTICE. 


EarLty Cuurcu History TO THE DEATH OF CoN- 
STANTINE. Compiled by the late Edward Back- 
house. Edited and Enlarged by Charles Tylor. 
Second Edition. London: Hamilton, Adams 
& Co. Philadelphia, J. B. Lippincott Co. 


We are very glad that the appreciation of this 
valuable work has been sufficient to call soon for a 
second edition. The whole work has been care- 
fully revised ; the Editor taking advantage of the 
suggestions of friendly reviewers. 

Much the most important addition is the inser- 
tion, as an Appendix to Part I, of a translation of the 
whole of the Didache, or ‘“Teaching of the Twelve 
Apostles.”” Upon this, some remarks in the Pref- 
ace to this edition are interesting. ‘‘ The interval 
which elapsed between the close of the New Testa- 
ment and the rise of a church literature sufficient 
for the construction of history, must of necessity 
be to us for the most part a silent period.”” ‘‘ This 
period was one of the utmost importance in the 
Church’s life. Peter and Paul were martyred 
about A. D. 67, and except in Proconsular Asia, 
where John’s life was prolonged for another gen- 
eration, this date may be said to have closed the 
Apostolic age. Justin Martyr’s First Apology is 
referred to about the year 148, and his martyrdom 
to 165 ; Irenzeus became bishop of Lyons 177, and 
died 202; the conversion of Tertullian is placed 
about 185, and his death in the year 220. These 
dates give us two distinct epochs, separated by an 
interval of about a century more or less; ample 
time for abuses and superstitions to find their way 
into the Church. How rapid the growth of error | 
was even in the Apostle Paul’s lifetime, in the 
churches founded by himself, is manifest in his 
epistles—for example, that to the Galatians. We 
venture to think that if the influence and bearing 
of this silent period succeeding the age of the 
Apostles were more fully recognized by church 
historians and critics, some of the strictures on the 
present work would not have been written. The 
primitive stage of Christianity is no fiction, nor is 
it in any wise invalidated by the existence of ritual- 
ism a century after the close of the New Testa- 
ment.” 

How true this is, we at least of the Society of 
Friends should be able to understand; when we 
observe, not only that nearly nineteen centuries of 
the leavening influence of Christianity have not 
extirpated the gross materialism of Roman image- 
worship, but that this influence has not prevented 
a church once reformed like the Anglican, from 
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undergoing secessions or perversions toward ritual- 
ism; and allows even the lapse into beggarly ele- 
ments of ministers brought up from their youth 
upon the spiritual meat and drink of Quakerism. 
What a different state of things must the Apostolic 
church have had to encounter! On the one hand 
Judaism, with its prestige of Divine enactment and 
traditions ; on the other, Paganism, with its idola- 
tries and sensualities: nothing but the perpetual 
miracle of the visitation of the Holy Spirit, attend- 
ing the feeble efforts of Christian men, and ‘‘con- 
vincing the world of sin, of righteousness and of 
judgment,”’ could have prevailed against such 
Briarean enemies, for a single day, or in a single 
province. Well has an American author applied 
the name of Gesta Christi, works of Christ, to the 
steps and stages, the conflicts and victories, by 
which so much of the world has, now become 
nominally Christian, and is largely blessed with 
the fruits of that yet unconsummated kingdom. 

The Editor of the volume now before us tenders 
thanks to those who have aided him in his work, 
especially naming William Beck, Thomas Hodgkin 
and R. Hingston Fox. 

Approbation of this “‘Church History”’ has been 
by no means confined to Friends. Several secular 
periodicals of high standing in Great Britain, have 
reviewed it favorably. We add, to confirm this 
statement, a recent notice of it from the N. Y. 
Independent : 


‘* The Messrs. J. B. Lippincott are the American 
publishers of an interesting history of the first three 
Christian centuries, from the standpoint of a 


devout Friend. The late Edward Backhouse, the 
compiler of the work to which we refer, was an 
English Friend, of large means, in the north of 
England, a silent partner in the banking-house 
which bore the name of his family, and in’ other 


prosperous commercial enterprises. He declined 
to enter actively into their management, in order 
to reserve time and strength for a life of direct 
personal Christian activity, in which he greatly dis- 
tinguished himself. He was in his sixty-sixth year 
when, by one of those sudden inspirations, which 
_the Friends recognize as operations of the Divine 
Spirit, it was impressed on his mind that he should 
write a history of the Christian Church for the 
Friends, and from their doctrinal point of view. 
The present volume, though not published until 
after his death, and then only after considerable 
revision and amplification by the editor, Charles 
Tyler, is the result of this impression. The volume 
before us is Early Church History to the Death of 
Constantine. It lays no claim to original research, 
nor to historical scholarship. The author has read 
through the English translation of the ante-Nicene 
Fathers, and such other works of the first-class as 
could be found in the language. He has brought 
to his work great simplicity and sincerity, which, 
in connection with a considerable gift of historical 
penetration, has enabled him to produce a result 
which meets all the ends for which it was written. 
The author dwells with evident delight on. the 
martyr history of the Early Church, especially in 


its non-resistant features, and does justice to man 
a teacher whose name has been left by others 
under a cloud, as, for example, Montanus and 
Marcius. The volume is rich in costly and rare 
illustrations of the early Christian monuments, 
especially those from the catacombs. But its great 
characteristic is that, in these pages primitive Chris- 
tianity appears in the early simplicity, unaffected 
even by the germinal beginnings of later corrup- 
tions.” 


~o- 


LITERARY MEN AND TOBACCO. 


‘¢ Among the total abstainers on principle from 
tobacco, as well as from spirits and wine, are Dr. 
Allibone, the Duke of Argyll, Robert and William 
Chambers, George W. Childs, Professor Fairbairn, 
Cardinal Newman, Keshub Chunder Sen, and M. 
Barthélemy St. Hilaire. 

‘©Of Gladstone it is affirmed that he ‘ detests 
smoking.’ 

‘¢ Darwin: ‘I have taken snuff all my life, and 
regret that I ever acquired the habit.’ 

‘¢Ernst Haeckel: ‘I have never smoked. 

‘Philip Gilbert Hamerton: ‘I shall certainly 
never resume smoking. I never use any stimulants 
whatever when writing, and believe the use of them 
to be most pernicious; indeed, I have seen terri- 
ble results from them. When a writer feels dull, 
the best stimulant is fresh air.’ 

«©W. D. Howells: ‘I never use tobacco, except 
in a very rare, self-defensive cigarette, where a 
great many other people are smoking.’ 

‘John Ruskin entirely abhors the practice of 
smoking, his dislike of it being mainly based on 
the belief that a cigar or pipe will often make a 
man content to be idle for any length of time. 

‘«Charles Reade: ‘I tried to smoke five or six 
times, but it always made me heavy and rather 
sick ; therefore, as it costs money, I spurned it. I 
have seen many people the worse for it. I never 
saw anybody perceptibly the better for it.’ 

‘¢The case of a distinguished French savant, 
the Abbé Moigno, editor of the ‘Journal du 
Monde,’ is very striking. Temperate in his 
general habits, he became conscious of injury from 
his excessive use of snuff, many times giving it up 
only to resume it again. He was a noted linguist, 
knowing by heart some 1,500 root-words in various 
languages ; but, under the influence of the narcotic, 
these were all dropping from his memory. He felt 
this to be so great a trial that he finally renounced 
the habit. He writes: ‘It was the commence- 
ment of a veritable resurrection of health, mind, 
and memory, and the army of words that had run 
away has gradually returned.’ "—AMeta Lander. 


— — ooo —____—_ 


PeruapPs nothing affords greater encouragement 
to serious minds, than to find that men of like pas- 
sions, placed in the same dangerous circumstances, 
and surrounded with equal trials and temptations, 
have, by the assistance of Divine grace, bravely 
conquered the difficulties of the Christian life, and 
run with patience the race set before them. 
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ITEMS. 

AT THE MEETING of the American Association at 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, most important was the paper 
of Prof. C, F. Mabery, of the Case School of Applied 
Sciences, Cleveland, O., on the reduction of the oxides 
of boron, silicon, aluminum, and other metals by car- 
bon in the electrical furnace, This is a new process of 
obtaining these valuable metals from the common 
sands and clays and other earths of which they form 
so large a portion. The costliness of the metals has 
been due to the difficulty of separating them from the 
common compounds, The electrical furnace is the in- 
vention of E, H, Cowles and A. H. Cowles, also of the 
Case School. It is an apparatus wherein the electrical 
current is made to fuse the oxide to be reduced, in the 
presence of carbon, which is added to obstruct the 
passage of the current, and thus generate intense heat, 
and of copper with which the nascent metal forms an 
alloy. By this means; aluminum, silicon, boron, man- 
—. magnesium, sodium and potassium are re- 

uced with ease. Aluminum has hitherto been worth 
fifteen dollars a pound, It can now be produced in 
alloy with copper or other metals at five dollars per 
pound for the amount of aluminum present ; and the 
pure aluminum can be separated out by a further pro- 
cess if desired. Metallic silicon has heretofore been 
worth four thousand dollars per pound, and may be pro- 
duced in thesealloys at a similar small cost. The alumi- 
num bronzes, as the copper alloys are called, are of 
great value, because of their lightness, toughness and 
beauty, retaining color without tarnishing readily, and 
taking high polish. The tensile strength of the ten per 
cent. alloy is one hundred and ten thousand pounds 
to the inch, sometimes more, surpassing all other 
metals, The different percentages of aluminum and 
copper, or aluminum and silver or other metals, give 
many diverse yet useful alloys, All grades give fine 
castings, taking exact impressions, and there is no loss 
in remelting, asin zinc alloys, Besides their adapta- 
tion to fine art, the application to uses requiring a light, 
tough metal are innumerable—e g., surveyor’s instru- 
ments, bicycles and roller skates, One of the latter 
was shown, much lighter than the usual make, yet 
practically indestructible. The bicycle companies are 
now engaged in constructing a bicycle to weigh less 
than seven pounds, If zrolocomotion ever succeeds, 
it must be by such material asaluminum. The effect 
of silicon in small proportions upon copper is greatly 
to increase its tensile strength, so that telegraph wire 
can be made much thinner than from pure copper. 
The Bennett-Mackay cable is thus made, One-half 
per cent. of silicon is about the best proportion. Boron 
seems to have almost as marked effect upon copper as 
carbon does upon iron in increasing its strength. The 
fineness of Damascus sword-blades was probably 
caused by some admixture of one of these metals, 
most likely aluminum, The electrical furnace, and 
this process ot reduction, is the invention of two young 
men only about twenty years old, who, six months 
ago, knew nothing about electnicity.—Zxchange. 

MISTAKES ABOUT PULLMAN.—Troubles at the model 
town ot Pullman have given occasion to remarks and 
to some censures that show misunderstanding of the 
case. When the town was built, it was distinctly stated 
that it was a business venture and wasexpeeted to pay 
a fair profit tothe owner. The social conditions were 
supposed to be favorable to the workmen, and it was 
confidently predicted that such relations would be es- 
lished between employer and employed as to prevent 
labor troubles and strikes. That prediction has not 
been fulfilled ; in fact, there has been from the begin- 
hing more or less complaint from the workmen about 


low wages and a lack of freedom, ending in a strike 
against areduction of wages. As a matter of fact the 
course of the Pullman experiment has been somewhat 
like a number of other essays in the same direction— 
that of building a town to order, and expecting to rule 
it in autocratic though just fashion. It carried out that 
notion as opposed to the socialistic idea, In modern 
times both these have failed in most cases where they 
have been tried on a large scale. Both put restrictions 
upon individual freedom and limit the opportunities 
for individual advancement, and by depriving menof 
the incitement of personal ambition, or putting limits 
upon its exercise, they manacle the strongest force at 
work for the advancement of a freecommunity. The 
strike at Pullman is only a question of wages in one 
sense, but it is doubtless a question of wages relative 
to the cost of living and the limitations upon freedom 
of action at Pullman. The old way in which towns 
grew up, each man builing for himself, with free choice 
as to location, and, above all, liberty to purchase in 
fee simple, has advantages over any ready made or 
socialistic system yet devised, though some of these 
have doubtless their peculiar merits —Phila. Ledger. 


Dr. PoGGE and Lieutenant Weissman, who crossed 
the Upper Lubilash (a tributary of the Congo), write : 
“The country is densely peopled, and some of the vil- 
lages are miles in length. They are clean, with com- 
modious houses shaded by oil-palms and bananas, and 
surrounded by carefully-divided fields, in which, quite 
contrary to the usual African practice, man is seen to 
till the soil, whilst woman attends to household offices.” 
—Friend of Missions. 

ALMOST every mail steamer from Africa brings 
news of important geographical discoveries in Central 
Africa. The Congo and its tributaries will soon be 
bankrupt of mystery, if exploration continues as ac- 
tively as in the past two years. Only two or three 
weeks ago we described the discoveries of Mr. Gren- 
fell, of the English Baptist Mission, in a journey from 
Stanley Pool to Stanley Rapids, Now comes a letter 
from Stanley Pool, from a missionary, saying that the 
German explorer, Weissman, who entered the country 
at St. Paul de Loanda, twenty months ago, has arrived 
at Stanley Pool. He traversed a large extent of coun- 
try, and settled most important points, The large 
rivers Lulua, Sankuru, Kassai, and Lubilash, instead 
of flowing north and joining the Congo in its great 
sweep north of the Equator, all turn westward and 
unite in one great stream, which bears several names, 
but which it is safe to term the Kassai, This stream 
absorbs the great Kwango, and, still tending west, re- 
ceives the waters flowing from Lake Leopold, and then 
empties itself into the Congo at a place now called 
Kwamouth, This, however, writes the missionary, 
leaves certain rivers—Iruki, Lulanga, Ikelumba, and 
others—to be accounted for, and the only reasonable 
supposition is that there must be a large lake or very 
extensive swamp in the hollow of the northecn bend of 
the Congo. A few months will see this point settled. 
The newly-discovered: country is rich and fertile, the 
people friendly, and, what is a matter of surprise as 
well as of joy, not without a knowledge of religion. 
They believe in a God who lives in the sky, who sees 
and knows all that they do; and they expect to go to 
Him when they die.—/ndependent, 





Suppose that every time a candle is lighted here, 
a star were to shine out up yonder. How eager we 
should all be to make the face of heaven sparkle ! 
we should take every candle and lamp that we 
could lay hands on, light them up, and watch for 
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the gleaming of the new wonder in the sky. Does 
that seem strange ? Did you never read that ‘‘ they 
that are wise shall shine as the sun, and they that 
turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever 
and ever?’’ The lamps and candles in God’s world 
do become suns and stars; the illumination that 
you will have bye and bye will depend on the little 
candle that you are to-day ; and if you curtail your 
service for God and man down here, you will clip 
the wings and shear away the strength of the angel 
you hope to be. 


And I cannot afford to lose an hour 
Of the shorter day that is left to me, 
Nor carelessly fritter away the power 
Of head or of hand, since there soon shall be 
No moments here 
Of my life’s short year, 


But I thank my God for that which has been 
Of strength and sunshine, of flower and song ; 
And I will not shrink from the wintry scene, 
Though the days are short and the nights are long, 
Let the shadows fall, 
For this life is not all! 
“O Lord, that I could waste my life for others .— Christian World, 
With no ends of my own! 
That.I could pour myself into my brothers, 
And live for them alone !” 


J. RENDEL Harris, in the Interchange. 
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FAITH. 
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Beyond the shadows of the present hour, 
Beyond the deepening gloom, 

Past storms that in the distance darkly lower, 
Past all life’s fleeting bloom, 

With steadfast eyes that do not dread disaster, 
With heart uncrushed by care, 

I follow trustfully the blessed Master 
Whose cross I daily share, 


OCTOBER. 





BY MARIANNE FARNINGHAM, 





The months have had wings, not feet, this year! 
The beautiful summer has sped away, 
And brown October has hurried here. 
Oh, things were fair if they would but stay, 
And if life were long 
It were full of song! 


In need of guidance always, O my Father, ' 

* Thy will I seek, not mine; 

In need of patience, strength renewed I gather 
Through constant grace divine, 

As step by step I journey, seeing only 
A single step before ; 

I falter not, though sometimes sad and lonely ; 
The worst will soon be o’er. 


Yet 't is fair to look back to the primrose spring, 

To the nightingale’s lay and the cuckoo’s call; 
The promise is now a forgotten thing, 

For the gifts foretold are bestowed on us all, 

Pare scare ae ol Here —— hands loosened ; here the strong ties 
roken 

(Yet ever God knows best) ; 

Here farewells blending oft with greetings spoken 
(But God hath promised rest) ; 

There meetings glad beside the crystal river, 
There changeless, endless peace ; 

No more the severed harp-string’s sudden shiver, 
For there the discords cease, 


We have had our summer of light and song 
And our fields and orchards filled with food ; 
If the days are shortened they have been long, 
And God has covered the land with good, 
Oh, give Him praise 
For the summer days! 


And the beautiful things are not wholly gone! 
Some roses there are on the generous trees, 
The sun in its splendor still shines on, 
Though some flowers are kissed to death by the 
breeze, 
And the leaves in the town 
Are faded and brown, 


This is the frugal time of the year! 
We have enough, but have none to spare 
Of days that are sunny and skies that are clear, 
And we cherish our flowers with a tender care, 
For so long as they stay 
Will the winter delay, 


I trust Thee, Lord, for pardon of my sinning, 
Alas, su deep the stain ! 

Forgiveness through the blood of Jesus winning 
And sweet relief from pain. 

Erring and weak and yielding to temptation, 
I dare, dear Christ, to claim 

The fullness of the offered free salvation 

Alone through Thy great name. 


I have no doubts, no room for aught save clinging, 
Through time and changing sense, 

To that kind hand that every day is bringing 
Rich gifts of providence. 

I have no doubts, no fears with baleful voices 
May whisper in my soul 

Upon the way; that happy soul rejoices 
Through Christ, through Christ made whole, 


And these are the pensive autumn weeks ; 
We have nothing better to hope or get, 
For the best is here, and the fond heart seeks 
But to keep for a longer season yet — 
Her fading treasures 


Come want, come trial, come what may, appointed 
Her vanishing pleasures, 


By Him whose own I am; 
I still shall walk with eyes from tears anointed, 
Serene, unvexed, and calm. 
Faith is my key that sets the gate of blessing 
Wide open with no bar ; 
The glory waiteth for my sure possessing, 
The promised Morning Star. 
—ZJilus, Chris, Weekly, 


My life is like the October time ! 
The prodigal season is past and gone, 
And over for ever the wealth and prime 
Of the long glad day when high deeds were done, 
And quiet and rest 
Are for me the best. 


